VERBS

Aramaic has 3 stem groups: Ground, Doubled, Causative.
3 stems per group:  Active (G, D, H), Internal Passive (Gp, Dp, Hp), External Passive /
Reciprocal (tG, tD, tH).
4 moods: Indicative, Jussive, Imperative, Energic.
2 aspects: Perfect, Imperfect.
THE VERB
GROUND DOUBLED CAUSATIVE
G Gp tG D Dp tD H Hp tH
PERF =n2 M2 | 2NN D2 | 22| 2PN 2020 | 3D | 2R2DR
kotab |  kotib | itkoteb katteb | kuttab | itkattab hakteb | huktab | ittaktab
(2n2%)
(akteb)
IMPERF an2? a2 =n2am an2? migholgly anam migiwigh
yilgiub yul_(tab’f yitkateb yakatteb yitkattab yohakteb yittaktab
(p3m 133037) (am5?)
(yiktobun) (yakteb)
Jussiv migiol
yiktub
(p3m32127)
(yiktobu)
ENERG 1202
yil_dubanﬁa ?
IMPER an? migiolgiy migho) mighoigt miglely]
kotub itkoteb katteb itkattab hakteb
(2n2%)
(akteb)
PART gl ) glol =ty ol yla migimla migiolgla migieiyia
kateb kotib | mitkotéb mokatteb mitkattab mohaktéb
(».2020) (p.2027)
(mokattab) (mohaktab)
I ELER EERENY R 1R REENY I EE
miktab itkataba kattaba itkattaba haktaba
(72m28)
(aktaba)

NB. 1. The S3M verbal forms are the simplest ‘unmarked’ forms. Dictionaries cite the S3M perfect forms.
2. Semitic verbs are thus usually listed in the order 3™ person, 2™ person, 1% person (not 1, 2, 3).
3. The vocalisation provided above is often highly speculative, and draws strongly on BA!
4. Several of these forms are actually very rare (see below).
5. In sentences the normal word order is VSO (Verb — Subject — Object), but SVO is also common.

STEM GROUPS:

1. G Ground form

2. D Doubled 2nd radical form. Intensive / iterative in origin. Many verbs only have G or D
forms. In a consonantal text, it is not always easy to identify D forms.

3. H Causative form. (e.g. haktéb lan, ‘he caused us to write’.)

(There is disagreement amongst linguists about the most appropriate terminology for these stem groups, or
forms, or schemata, and for the stems themselves. For the latter Muraoka/Porten use the modern Hebrew
term binyan, pl. binyanim, ‘building’ / ‘Bildung’.)




STEMS:

The stems are often referred to by their traditional descriptive names (cf. the paradigm \/‘7575): Patal (G),
Po1l (Gp), Itpa“el (tG); Pa““el (D), Pu‘“al (Dp), Ithpa“‘al (tD); Hap‘el (H), Hup‘al (Hp), Ittap“al (tH).

The internal passives, with the exception of the Gp perfect and participle, are very rare.

In addition to the Hap‘el form of the H stem, there is also a small minority of Ap‘el forms (45 examples).

The forms prefixed ’it- were in origin a reciprocal / reflexive form, but by EA they have become the standard
passive formation. (In BA the prefix is often Ait- rather than ’i-.)

When the first root letter in an external passive form is a sibillant (T, O, 8, &), metathesis takes place:

it-+s > Vit eg. 19ANOY < 3o (VHaD)

i8> VB eg. IWOWR < RWDRY (VIRW)

it-+z > Cizd- eg. WMMR < AMORT (VO

itt+s > Cist- eg yanyt < oyaspr (Vpax)

Moobs:

1. Indicative Factual statements, positive beliefs etc.

2. Jussive Exhortation, and commands (latter usually 153" person), cf. subjunctive; ‘Let him write’,

3. Imperative

4. Energic
ASPECT:
1. Perfect

2. Imperfect

Uses of the perfect:

a. Simple past

b. Present perfect

c. Past perfect

d. Future perfect
e. Present of verbs of mental attitude

‘you should know’, etc. A form that looks identical to the imperfect, except in S2F and
P2/3M forms, where final -n is dropped.
Negative commands are always expressed by ’al (5&) + jussive (e.g. ‘3‘7L’JPI‘1 5% “do not

kill me’), and never /a (8‘7) + imperative.

(Positive) commands (addressed to S/P2).

Expression of strongly held beliefs, or for emphasis. Has an extra final —n (= —anna ?)
where imperfect ends in a consonant. A fossil in EA. It no longer has energic force, and is
very rare. There are only 4 free-standing examples in all EA.

completed action.
incomplete action — whether in the future or (rarely) in the present.

(suffix conjugation)
(prefix conjugation)

Uses of the imperfect:
(he did) a. Simple future (he will do)
(he has done) b. Durative (he will be doing)
(he had done) c. Possibility (he might do)
(he will have done) d. After 7D, purpose (so that he will do)
e. Present (rare) (he is doing / he does)

(he knows, desires, hates etc.)

Inflexional markers:

PERFECT IMPERFECT
S3M - — — y—
S3F - —at — t—
S2M n-/n- —-t/—ta —N t—
S2F ‘- —f —p t—n
S1 n- —¢&t —N __
‘p3M | - - | n— y—in

P3F m- —-a — y—an
P2M 1R- —tlin P—n t—1n
P2F - —tén I—N t—an
P1 x;— —na — n—




PERFECT IMPERFECT
S3M D ketab ulgiwy yiktub
S3F nanD  kitobat anon  tiktub
S2M (o= n7) n:m: kotabt, kotabta :m:n tiktub
S2F ‘PAND  kotabti 1amon  tiktobin
S1 PanD  kitebét PR Cektub
M [ mnp ketabd | pEm> yikwban
P3F ajulgio kotaba 1202 yiktoban
P2M PR2ND  ketabtin 19205 tiktoblin
P2F 1n20D  ketabtén 1202n  tiktoban
P1 R12ND  kotabna an2) niktub

The same perfect suffixes and imperfect prefixes/suffixes will be found in all other stems, and so the G stem

forms should be memorised!
The pointing / vocalisation of the above is heavily dependent on BA, which was itself influenced by later

Jewish Aramaic. In later Jewish Aramaic the normal S3F form is N2N2, and this is also sometimes
found in BA. (And even N7)RX )
In BA only (not EA), the verb i7)i] , ‘he was’, uses forms of the imperfect with a preformative -5 instead of

of the Old Aramaic precative form, and may have given rise to the =1 preformative in Syriac.)

THE PARTICIPLE:

Endings G Gp tG D
SM| — — oD kateb 2D ketib ININH  mitkoteb aNon  mokatteb
SF | 7— -2 | monp kawba | m2np ketbd | mampmm mitkawba | monom  mokateba
PM| I"— —in T":n; katobin ]’;ﬁné kotibin ]‘:ﬂ;nfj mitkatobin ]":ﬁDD mokattebin
PF | ]— -—an 1202 kateban [ 13°03 kotiban | 13M3NM  mitkatoban 12MDn  mokatteban

The participle agrees in number and gender with the subject.

All participles have the same set of endings.

Apart from G and Gp, all participles have an m— prefix, and the SM participle resembles the S3M imperfect
with the y— prefix replaced by this m—.

D and H have both active and passive participles, although they look identical, and only the SM forms
differed in vocalisation (the SM active has an /&/ in its last syllable, and the passive an /a/).

The forms of the participles for all the remaining stems can be seen in the paradigm table of the strong verb.

Uses of the participle:
1. Indicates the actual present. (Without a following personal pronoun it is presumed that the subject is

3™ person. For 1% and 2™ person subjects the pronoun is written after the participle; e.g. 138 32,
kateb ana, ‘1 am writing’.)
It can indicate an action which is ongoing at the moment of writing/speaking.

It can follow a noun and qualify it like an adjective.
It can be substantivised, and so be used as a noun, with the usual nominal endings.

It can be combined with a preceding form of 17 to indicate past or future action; e.g. FIN 177 12,
‘as he was coming’; a5wn MY, ‘I shall be repaying’. (Internal passive participles precede 71377.)

Do W




THE IMPERATIVE:

Endings G D H
SM —_ — N2 ketub 0D katteb 2non  hakteb
SF | *— -1 | "op3 ketbi | *amp kattibi | *3m37 haktibi
PM| *— -0 | 19nD kombd | 39mD kattiba | 33mD7 haktiba
PF | 7— -a man>  ketuba m2n2 kattiba | 72M27  haktiba

All imperatives have the same set of endings.
The SM form resembles the S2M imperfect (or jussive), without the /— prefix. (Though the H stem form,
reintroduces its characteristic #— prefix, and the external passives their initial -.)

Negative commands are always expressed by ‘al ('7&) + jussive (e.g. ‘J‘?DPR 5% “do not kill me’), and
never by /a (RLD) + imperative.

THE INFINITIVE:

G tG D tD H

amon miktab | TININN itketaba | ;omD kattaba | mamDnR itkattaba | mamDT  haktaba

Apart from G, all imperatives end in —aCa.
Non-G infinitives (especially D and H) can also sometimes appear with m— prefixes.

The infinitive is very often prefixed by the preposition /- / —"), ‘to’.

When object suffixes are added to the non-G infinitives, the final 7— is replaced by the construct form,
DY— (—at), (or N— , which is probably a defective spelling of this); e.g. TTWJ:T'?, lo—zabbaniteh,
‘to sell it” (D). (There is no change to the form of the G infinitive when object suffixes are added.)




STRONG VERB

[IDEALISED, WITH GAPS IN ATTESTED FORMS FILLED BY ANALOGY]

GROUND DOUBLED CAUSATIVE
G Gp tG D Dp tD H Hp tH

S3M 203 22 20208 an3 gk 20208 (2m2%) 2mom o027 | 2nPEN
S3F nan3 N2 nanann nan nan? nananT nano nano
s2M | (R7) man? n3n2 | (97) pananT nan2 D202 D020 nan2u na021

. | S2F N2 a2 "RnAN2NI nan2 nan2 "nan2Na nan2d AN

Q |s1 nano nan3 glgkoigiy nan2 glgke nanznm nanon nanon

‘% P3M 1203 1203 13030 1303 =R | 3apona ol =ty
P3F na02 1302 TaN200T nan2 nan2 T30 2000 nan2 A2n2i
P2M 202 A2 22000 1202 PR30 | PIR3n2anT [ U R L e
P2F na02 na"2 LR nan2 a0 20200 2020 12020
Pl Ri202 Ri212 Ri2D20T K202 RiD02 Ri2Dn207 2020 Ri202i]
S3M o ? 202 a3 2 igloly (3p27) 2mom oM
S3F anon mlyllyiy anon 2n2nn gyl
s2M 2020 mlylyly 2non 20200 2020

5 | S2F R0 120200 12020 1"20200 12n200

5 [SI N8 SN0y N8 Sn208 Sn208

£ | P3M 11302" 02 173027 pan2m 13302

~ | P3F 1202 jF20 1202 12020 1202
P2M 133020 11302800 113020 13302500 J13R200)
P2F 12020 12200 12028 1302800 120200
Pl 203 Rlylly 2023 20203 202m

s | SM an3 mlgolgh) g ooy (3p28) 2n37

S | SF 202 202 200

| PM 1202 1203 iyl

— | PF n202 22 T2n2a

o | SM 203 23 anaon | 20on | anon R0 | 20T | 20Tn

= |sF n3n? 102 AR | "IN2n | 1an2n TRNI0 | MIN20R | "n20

; PM 102 132 P02 | PIn2R | 17300 [2IRN20R | 1°3IN20R | 120208

= |PF 12502 1202 120200 | 12020 | 13020 (20201 | 130200 | 130200

INF 202 R n202 mepany | (73028) 12020




