NUMBERS

Cardinals
M F # M/F i
=17 | had 71717 | hada )
170 | terén 1070 | tartén ) 20 1Y | “esorin 3
NN | tolata non | tolat m| |30 150 | tolatin -3
nYATR | Carboa V2N | ’arba’ ) 40 1"W2IR* | "arbo‘in 33
FIWMAT | hamosa WArT* | hames 0o 50 T | hamogin 33
Y | sitta Dw* | et mom 60 1N | Sittin 333
VAW | Sibe'a YW | Soba“ b 70 1YW | Sibs‘in D333
AN | tomanya "IAN* | tomand o 80 "0 | tomanin 3333
nown* | tise‘a PWN* | toSal I 90 1PWN* | tise‘in 73333
10 WY | “asora WY | “Edar o 100 IR | mo’a ni
12 FTIWY | “asord wa- NWY* | casar wo- no 200 "R | ma’tayin ni
1" | torén 1°N=M | tartén
15 MY | casorawe- | WY | asarwe- [ wwm| | 1000 | [R5] AN | valap W
Fwnrm | hamesa W | hames

a.  Numerals usually follow the nouns they qualify. The nouns are usually in the absolute state.

b. In EA documents (in contrast to literary texts) ciphers are more commonly used than numerals
expressed in words.

c.  Numerals are nouns in the absolute state, and as such it is possible for them to have construct and
emphatic/determined forms. Such forms are extremely rare in EA.

d.  Numerals from 1 to 10 have an unmarked and a marked form. (The marked form looks feminine.)

e The marked forms of 1 to 2 are used with feminine nouns.

f.  The marked forms of 3 to 10 are used with masculine nouns.

g.  Numerals from 11 to 19 are written as ‘10 + n’, with both parts agreeing with the gender of the noun.

[There is one exception to this, in BA, which follows the usual Aramaic pattern, ‘n of / 10’: 727;:7'”7_1:’1,
tore-‘dsar, 12. This pattern is also found in Old Aramaic: WY [ﬂSJJ]W, 17(7).]

h.  Numerals from 20 up have a single form, used with nouns of either gender.
i. Composite numerals (e.g. 357), are written in diminishing order: hundreds — tens — units, with the last

numeral (only) prefixed by ‘and’, 1.

In composite numerals (e.g. 25, 34), any final units still follow the above gender rules.
There is a dual form of ‘hundred’ for 200. In all other cases, multiples of 100 are written as in English

(same order, singular of hundred): e.g ‘four hundred’, 7INR VAR (Carba’ ma’a).
L. The numeral ‘]'7&, ‘dlap, 1000, is nearly always abbreviated to ’-')'7, lap (7), eg. r}") m, 3000. It is
therefore unclear whether EA expressed mutiple thousands by ﬂ")R in the singular after the multiplier,

~

or, as in all later Aramaic dialects, with a plural form, ]‘55&, ‘alpin.
m. ‘One’, 77, placed before another numeral n means ‘n times’: e.g. TY2W "7, ‘seven times’.




Ordinals

M F
Ist K72, "M7P | qadmay, gadmaya RN"TR . 7™MA7P | qadmaya, qadmayaeta
2nd RN, 170 | tinyan, tinyana NP0, 70 | tinyana, tinyansta
3rd 8050, non | tolitay, tolitaya RODON |, 71NN | tolitaya, tolitayata
4th ND"27, D27 | rabi‘dy, robi‘aya, NDY27, 7727 | rabi‘aya, robi‘ayota

a.  There are very few ordinals attested in the Achaemenid Aramaic corpus. Most of the above are taken

from BA, rather than EA.
. Ordinals agree with nouns in gender, and are employed as adjectives.
c.  They are found in absolute and emphatic forms. They can also be found in plural forms (esp. ‘the first

things / ones’, etc.).
d.  An alternative way of forming an ordinal (found once in EA, common in other dialects) is: ‘of

[cardinal] n’, e.g. RPN T, *of three’, ‘the third (one)’.

Fractions
) 155 | polag
Ya [W] Y27 | ruba® (riba‘ ?)
a.  Often used after ciphers (with or without ‘and’): e.g.

a5 w8 Y cubits’;
P27 1120 MW, “10 % jars of oil’.

Y27 is often abbreviated as ™.



