PRONOUNS

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL PRONOUNS

EA BA
S1 IR &na IR dna
S2M PN ant IR, DI ant, anta (K)
S2F TN anti e anti
S3M " hd NI ha
S3F o hi X hi
P1 TN, FTAMN anahna TN anahna
P2M mlghi antum fige antlin
P2F *]I'IJ& *antén *m;g *antén
P3M o7, himmo, hom 1N, 1‘){33 , himm®o, himmon, inniin
P3F Rk *hinni 1IN innin

a. In BA, the S2M form NN is found. This is a mixed form, a ktiv / garé variant. The vowels indicate

that the scribes want the reader to read (gore, ‘read!’) PR ant, but the older consonantal text was

written (k#iv, ‘what is written’) IR, presumably rRAR anta. This ktiv form agrees with the Arabic,

and so some linguists argue it is the original EA pronunciation also (cf. TR, 7IMR both = dnahna),
but there is as yet no textual/epigraphic support for this.
b. In EA, P3M 7 himmdé can be a subject, ‘they’, or a direct object, ‘them’. Q77 hom is only used as a
direct object. (In BA both Y57 himmé [Ezra] and 1377 himmon [Dan.] are used as direct objects.)
c.  There is no present tense of the verb ‘to be’. S3/P3 pronouns may be used as the copula, even with
S1/P1 and S2/P2 subjects. PR 37 7R ‘T am Ahiqar’ (‘I is Ahiqar’ ?).

SUFFIXED PERSONAL PRONOUNS (possessive and object)

Suffixes on SM, SF & PF nouns, and verbs

Suffixes on PM nouns

EA BA EA BA
S1 , - - — - — —ay — —ay
[*3-obj.] | [obj.—nT] [["3- obj.] | [obj. ni]
S2M I- ~ak -, -ak - —ayk E ~ayk
S2F | (9-) . ">- | ki, (k) | *'>- | *—eki "D —ayki M- | *gkT
S3M | (=) .- | —eh, by | ;- ¢h -, - —awhi “T— | _ohi
S3F , - —ah, M- —ah - —ayh M- —ayh
-, Ni- ~ha
Pl - N~ -nd, —an N- -na -, R- —ayna, —ayn [ NI- | —ayna
P2M , Oo- —kom, ,05- | —kom, , Oo- —aykom, | , 09— |—&kom,
11=>-. 12 —kon 192- —kon 11— —aykon 19>- | —€kon
P2F 1>- —kén 12— —kén 1o —aykén 12— | —eken
P3M | oy1-,07-| —hom, ,O7- | -hom, | @¥T-, O~ | —ayhom, , O~ | —ehom,
-, -, ~hon 13- —hon [ -, -, —ayhon 13- | —€hon
P3F - *_hen - ~hén - *_ayhén 17— | —ehén




These suffixes can be used:

a.

as possessive pronouns with nouns, attached to the construct form [see below]

madinatkom, ‘your province’, 11"02] niksayh, ‘her possessions’);

@NT

with prepositions (TI'? leh, ‘to him’, Dby ‘dlaykt, ‘on you’ [S2F]); NB some prepositions take what
appear to be the suffixes added to PM nouns — usually because older forms originally had a final yod.
as object suffixes with verbs ("™ rahmani, ‘he loved me). [Examples of these will be given later. ]

EXAMPLES
Possessive suffixes with 7 ‘secret’ Suffixes with prepositions
S P -5 5y

S1 iR razi T razay i It by ‘alay
S$2M | Tm razak T | razayk ) lak 75 “dlayk
S2F "o razek "o | razayki o5 leki ooy | “alayks
S3M | razeh M | razawhi 5 leh oY | calawhi
S3F | razah, T razayh 5 lah o “alayh

i razha
P1 , NI raznd, | . NI | razayna, Re lan ,R¥Op | cilayna,

1 razan 1™ razayn o) lana T*‘jy ‘dlayn
P2M | , oom razkom, | , Q27 | razaykom, , 025 lokom, , ooy “dlaykom,

oM razkon 1127 razaykon 1:‘7 lokon p:ﬂ‘jy ‘alaykon
P2F 121 razkén 1279 razaykén ]Di7 lokén ]D“?SJ “dlaykén
P3M | ,orm | razhom, | .o | razayhom, | L 079 lohom, | o5y | calayhom,

iim razhon 17T razayhon 1,‘[‘7 lahon ]n*‘jy ‘dlayhon
P3F e *razhén | *J7M7) | *razayhén *'{ﬂ") *lohén *]H“?SJ *“4layhen
DISJUNCTIVE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

EA

S1 A dilt
S2M T, e dilak
S2F [ aob, 95t 205 dileky, drlek
S3M o dileh
S3F o dilah
P1 19, NI dilna, dilan
P2M no5 dilkom
P2F 135 *dilken
P3M o dilhom
P3F Sl *dilhén

Formed from T (‘who/which’) + 5 (‘to”) + personal suffixes. [In BA the units are not joined; e.g. TI‘? ]
(> ‘my’, ‘your’, ‘his’, ‘her’, ‘their’, etc.).




DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

NEAR (THIS, THESE)

S P
EA BA EA BA
M| 8377, M7, K7, 777 dona M7 dona 1 . L -
- 1lle R D ¢ll€, 1llén
F L, NT da N7 da TR D
FAR (THAT, THOSE)
S P
EA BA EA BA

M| =,97.r dék, denak | 127, 977 dek, dikken

by, ox llek, illeki [ by illek

F| 27,2, dakdaki | 197,97 dak, dikken

The demonstrative pronouns usually follow (but may precede) the noun they qualify, and agree in number
and gender with it.
The S3M pronoun 177 can also be used as an SM far deictic pronoun, ‘that’. [And, in BA only, the P3M ]73R].

RELATIVE PRONOUN
T, "7 (di) ‘who, which, that’; [Also = ‘of, ‘belonging to’]

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS
QYT , QYT (mindo ‘am, midds ‘am) ‘something, anything’.

YR (’78) ‘someone, anyone, one’.

INTERROGATIVE S
11 (man), ‘who?’; 711 (ma), ‘what?’; '8 (ayk), ‘how?’, ‘how’; i) (loma), ‘why?’; DR (emat), ‘when?’;
IR (an), ‘whither?’, ‘where?’.

CONJUNCTIONS

71 (wa-), ‘and’ (‘or’, ‘but’); FIN (ap), ‘also, ‘even’; ]TI") (lahen), ‘but’; W (aw), ‘or’; @732 (baram), ‘except’.
L YT (dh), ‘that’; DR (emat), “when’; IR (en), 177 (hen), ‘if’; il (lo), ‘if’; ek (henlo), ‘if’; "o (hela),
“if not’; RIS (lola), if not’; ™12 , D (kadi), ‘when’; " (ki), ‘because’; T (‘ad), ‘until’; D (loma),
‘lest’.

INTERJECTIONS
N7 (ha), ‘behold’; 15 (halu), ‘behold’; IR (aré), ‘behold’; I1° (ya), ‘O!”.

OTHER
85, 115 (la), ‘not’, (‘no’); 5N (al), ‘not’ [before jussives, indicating prohibition]; o) (lam), marker of direct
speech.

PARTICLES OF EXISTENCE

DR (%), ‘there is’ (‘il y a”); "R (izay), ‘there is’; D (la’w), ‘there is not’.
suffix + 9 + "R = “to have’; e.g. BN (it [), ‘I have’.

This particle can also take suffixes: e.g. "IN (itawhi, or itohi), ‘he is’.




PREPOSITIONS

Preposition Gloss -y- suffix?
=N | ahar after -y-
"R | ahdre after -y-
‘7& el to [only in letter addresses] -y-
‘: bo— in, through, by (means of)
]":1 bén between -y-
—p5a | bil'ad without, (lacking) -y-
q‘jn halap in place of, in exchange for -y-
2 | ko- like, as
mﬁ kowat according to
"7 lo— to, for [Can also act as marker of definite direct object.]
],‘[‘? lahén except for
1% | min from [> ‘some of’]
-y | ‘ad up to, until -y-
‘7:_.7 ‘al on, upon; against; concerning, on account of; towards -y-
oy | ‘im with
‘7:1]? qobel corresponding to ; before, in front of
D'TI‘? qodam before, in front of -y-
ﬂD'IP qadmat before, in front of
o | tahat under -y-
Compound Prepositions:
Preposition Gloss
192 93 | bar min except, apart from
‘7:‘3'7 loqobel according to
minh e min ahar after
=53 12 | minbil‘ad | without, except
by m min ‘al above
0P 1 min qédam | (from) before
1N 31 | min tahat under
-5 qy | ‘ad lo- until
-5 ~by ‘alay lo— above
-5 nrn | tahatlo- | below

Pseudo-prepositions (preposition + noun):

Preposition Gloss
10 | bagaw within, inside
553 | bitlal 2 with the help of
=1"2 | bayad by means of, by the aid of, through
DY | bimnasi‘at ? | in the middle of




oW | boSum concerning
o> | kepum at the instruction of
) 1a’apé in the presence of
'7"‘7 loyad under the control of
'J‘xﬁ lo‘ayné in the presence of
o) &bY5 | lotala min above
Pﬁ::“; la*araq towards
038 b | “al anpe upon
=271 5y | “al dobar on account of
nm39 Sy | ‘al dibrat on account of
'l"‘?sJ ‘alyad by the hand of
op Sy | ‘al pum according to
sotar min except, apart from

1 Y




