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The Passover Letter
419 B.C.E.

RECTO
Y To my brothers Je]daniah and his colleagues the Jewish ga[rrison, } your broether Hananfilah.
May God/the gods [seek after] the welfare of my brothers ?{at all times.]
And now, this year, year 5 of King Darius, it has been sent from the king to Arsa[mes ...}.
*[...] ... Now, you thus count four[teen “days in Nisan and on the I14th at twilight oblserve
[the Passover] and from the 15th day until the ,21st day of [Nisan °observe *the Festival
Sof Unleavened Bread. Seven days eat unleavened bread.

Now,] be pure and take heed. [Do] n[ot do] work S[own the I 5th day and on the 21st day of
Nisan.] Do not drink lany fermented drink. Aiid do] not [eat] anything of leaven VERSO 116y
let it be seen in your houses from the 14th day of Nisan at] sunset until the 21st day of Nisa[n at
sun®set. And blring into your chambers [any leéfven which you have in your houses] and seal
{them) up during [these] days. °[...] ....

[To] my brothers Jedaniah and his colleagues the Jewish garrison, your brother Hananiah
sfon of PN]J. (ADDRESS)

A4.2 Cowley 37 (Sachau Plate 11} 37 79K

RECTO

K% gonbr ey o' D233 P TITR TN AT R TR 4

19 @17 P02 navs van 1 obw vy Saa by 2

VERSO IR O95NB PO 9 1IN T j0NRIAR Dap w3

137 10an% "3an 12 108 AN nanab o L1t ]9 (A AT TRT IRW RUNen 2 B e 4
FIAR 15 ST /O INND 509 99 377 R09DhY 12 1R 77y 1AL 1D BwIR BT RTINS
oo man 873 23 1S 0 0h ans 1IN 13 TRIT % THRR W PTTRA PIAR 20 KA DTS L6
HIME b DU P iAoy k9Yh miga 14 1'M20 ’a ';,::: //.,1 RATAR e vra By 7
IRpMAR W RS /) /) wra R v 1S 1% a1 nam kY T:ﬁ B by iR s b .8
N9 TaE 16 117048 TIWAR 19 awnR o P mnRe .9

G972} 758 AR SR YR 17 19t 2y own 1235 1200 aph WET PRDwn 10

56



Report of Conflict and Request for Assistance
Late 5th Century B.C.E. “
RECTO

'"To my lords Jedaniah, Mauziah, Uriah and the garrison, [volur servant [PN....

May all the gods] %seek after ![the welfare of my lords] *at all times. It is well with us here.

Now, every day that [...] *he complained to the investigators. One Zivaka, he complained to
an investigator ...[...] "we have since the Bgyptians give them a bribe. And from the (time that)
[...] of the Egyptians before Arsames, but act thievighly.

Moreover,[...] *the province of Thebes and say thus; Mazdayasna/A Mazdean is an official of
the province{...] "we are afraid because we are fewer by 2.

Now, behold, they favored[....] *Had we revealed our presence to Arsames formerly, this(!)
wou([ld] not [have happened fo us ...] *he will report our affairs before Arsames. Pisina pacifies
us (LIT. our presence)[.... So whatever] ®you find — honey, castor oil, string, rope, leather skins,
boards|... — send us since] ¥ ERSO Htley are full of-anger at you.

Pasu son of Mannuki came to Memphis and ...[...] '%and the investigator. And he gave me
silver, 12 staters and [J am ] happy with it.[...] "*Hori gave me when they detained him because of
the pitcher, Tiri... said: *““[...] "Yat the order of the king and they detain them. And the damage of

Arsames and the compensation of Selifa ...] "and;Horj whom they detained”.
On the 6th day of Phaophi the letters arrived...] **we will do the thing.

To my lords Jaadaniah, Mauziah, y[ous] se[rvant ....] {ADDRESS)
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Draft Petition for Reconstruction of Temple (?)

410 B.C.E. or slightly later
RECTO COLUMN 1

(CA. 3 LINES MISSING)
...we grewfincreased, detachments of the Egyptians rebelied. We did not leave our posts
*(ERASURE: and anything of) damage was not found in us.

In year 14 of [Kilng Darius, when our lord Arsames 3went to the king, this is the evil act
which the priests of Khnub the god [di)d in Elephantine the fortress %in agresment with Vidranga
who was Chief here: They gave him silver and goods. There is part Sof the royal
BARLEY-tHouse which is in Elephantine the fortress - they demolished (it) and builft] a wall
{in] the midst of the fortress of Elephantine....

(AT LEAST 3 LINES MISSING)
COLUMN 2
{CA. 3 LINES MISSING)

¢And now, that wall (stands) built in the midst of the fortress.

There is a well which was buiit "with[in] the floz] iress and (wlich) did not lack water to give
the garrison drink so that whenever they would be GARRISONED (there) Bthey would drink the
water in {th]at well. Those prissts of Khnub stopped up that weil.

If inquiry “be made of the judges, police and hearers who are appointed in ihe province of
Tshetres, %t would be [known] to our lord in accordance with this which we say.

Moreover, we are sepaiated ...

{CA. 3 LINES ARE MISSING)
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VERSO . ;

”[...]g.ihpny’ which are in Elephantine [the] fo[rtress ... '*...] we grew/increased [... '2...]
was not fo.und m [.. "..] to bring meal-offerfing ... '*...] to oFFer there to YHW [the]
Glod.... *...1 in which ...[... 7 ...] but a brazier [... 8...] the Fi1TTInGS they took (and) [made
(them) their] own [....]

‘9[I]fitpcl;iﬁpLord, .. much [... #...] we from/of the garrison [....]

2If it] please our lord, may [an order] be issued [... #...] we. .

If it [please our] Iford ... *2..] they [proJtect the things which[...2%...] to [build] our

[ Temp]lle which they demolished.
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Request for Letter of Recommendation (First Draft)
November 25, 407 B.C.E.

RECTO

'To our lord Bagohi governor of Judah, your servants Jedaniah and his colleagues the priests
who are in Elephantine the fortress.

*May the God of Heaven seeck after 'the welfare 2of our lord abundantly at ali times, and
grant you favor before King Darjus and the princes a thousand times more than now, and give
you long life, and may you be happy and strong at all times.

‘Now, vour servant Jedaniah and his colleagues say thus: In the month of Tammuz }éear 14
of King Darius, when Arsames “had departed and gone to the king, the priests of Khnub “Who are
in Elephantine the fortress, in agreement with Vidranga who Swas SChief here, (said), ®saying,
“Let them remove from there the Temple of YHW the God which is in Elephantine the fortress”.
Then, that Vidranga, "the wicked, sent a letter to Naphaina his son, who was garrison commander
in Syene the fortress, saying, ®‘Let them demolish "the Temple which is in Elephantine ®the
fortress™. Then, Naphaina led the Egyptians-with the other troops. They came to the fortress of
Elephantine with their weapons, *broke into that Temple, demolished it to the ground, and the
stone pillars which were there — they smashed them. Moreover, it happened (that) '*they
demolished 5 stone gateways ®built of hewn stone, which were in that Temple. And thejr
standing doors, and ''the bronze '°hinges 'of those doors, and the cedarwood roof — ail of
(these) which, with the rest of the FiTTING s and other (things), which 2were 'there — %l (of
these) they burned WIfh fire, But the gold and silver basins and (other) things which were in that
Temple — all (of these) took '3 and made their own.

And during the days of the king(s) of Egypt our fathers had build that Temple in Elephantine
-the fortress and when Cambyses entered Eg “‘he found that Temple built. And they overthrew
the temples of the gods of Egypt, all (of them), but one did not damage anything in that Temple.

*And when this had been done (to us), we with our wives and our children were wearing
sackcloth and fasting and praying to YHW the Lord of Heaven '®who let us gloat over that
Vidranga. The pocs removed the fetter from his feet and all goods which he had acquired were
lost. And all persons '"who sought evil for that Temple, all (of them), were killed and we gazed
upon them. _ ' )

Moreover, before this — at the time that this ev YERSO 1850 done to us — we sent a letter
(to) our lord, and to J ehohanan the High Priest and his colieagues the priests who are in
Jerusalem, and to Ostane$ “brother '*of Anani and the nobles of the Jews. They did not send us a
single letter. _

Moreover, from the month of Tammuz, year 14 of King Darius *and ufl' this day we are
wearing sackcloth and fasting; our wives are made as widow(s); (we) do not anoint {ourselves)
with oil *'and do not drink wine.

Moreover, from that (time} and until (this) day, year 17 of King Darius **they did not make
*'meal-offering and ince[n)se and holocaust *3in that Temple.




Now, your servants Je‘déniah and his colleagues and the Jews, all (0T THEM) cillzens or -
Elephantine, sd thus; 2%IF it please our Jord, take thought of that Temple to (réYbuild (it) since
they do not let us (re)build it. Regard **vour **ob**ligees and your frieﬁvdhg “Here in Egypt. Leta
letter be sent from you to them about the Temple of YHW the God *$to (re)build it in
Elephantine the fortress just as it was formerly built. And they will offer the meal-offering and
the incense, and the holocaust **on the altar of YHW the God in your name and we shall pray for
you at all times — we and our wives and our children and the Jews, #7all (of them) who are here.
If they do thus until that Temple be (re)built, you will have a inerit before YHW the God of
*®Heaven more than a person who offers him holocaust and sacrifices (whose) worth is as the
worth of silver, 1 thousand talents and [about} gold. Because of this **we have sent (and)
informed (you). )

in our name
Moreover, we sent all the(se) words in one Ietter to Delaiah and Shelemiah sons of Sanballat

er . '
gownor of Samaria,
- . . . t all
*Moreover, Arsames did not know about this which was done t&'Uis.

On the 20th of Marheshvan, year 17 of King Darius.
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Request for Letter of Recommendation {Second Draft)
November 25, 407 B.C.E.

RECTO

"To [our] I[ord Bagohi, your servant Jedanialh [the] prilest and his colleagues the priests
who are in Elephantine the fortress and the Jews, all of them].

*May the God of Heav[en] seek after 'the welfare of our lord 2at all times, gfrajnt [you] favor
[before King Dalrius [and the princes more than now, and] ®give you long *{life], *and may you
be happy and strong at all times,

Now, your ser[valnt Jedaniah [and his colleagues the priests and the Jews say thus: In the
month. of Tammuz] “year 14 of King Darius, when Arsames had departed and gone [to] the
king, [#hen the priests of Khnub the god who are in Elephantine] *the fortress gave silver and
goods to Vidranga the Chief who was here, say[ingl, 6“Lets’shgnm remove from there 5[the
Temple of YHW the God which is in Elephantine the fortress]”. that Vidranga, the wicked, sent
a letter to Na[phai]na his son, wiho was garrison commander in Syene the fortress, saying],
™Let them demolish {the Temple] "of YHW the God which is in Elephantine the fortress™.
Then, that Naphaina led the Egyptlians with the other troops. They came to the fortress of
Elephantine with] Stheir weapons, broke into that Temple, demolished it to the ground, and
[the] s[tone] pillars [which were there — they smashed them. Moreover, it happened (that)
they demolished] five great gateways, built of hewn stone, which were in that Temple. {And
their standing doors, and the] '"bronze ®[hinges of] '“those *[doors], '"and the roof of that
Temple, all of it cedarwood, with the r[est of the FiTTINGSs and other (things) which were there
-- all of these] '"'they burned with fire, But the gold and silver basins and (other) t{hlings wh[ich
were in that Temple — ali of these they took (and)] ‘irgade "[their own].

2And during the day(s) of the kings of Fgypt our fathers had built that Temple in
BElephantine [the] fo[rtress and when Cambyses entered Egypt] **he found that '*[Temple]
puilt. And [they overthrew] the temples of the god[s] of the Egyptians, [all] of [them], but
one [did not damage] any[thing in that Temple..

And when this] *had been done (to us), we with our wives and our children were wearing
sackcloth, fas[ting, and praying to YHW the Lord of Heaven who] 'Slet us gloat over that
Vidranga. The po 6 s removed his fetters from his feet and a[ll goods which he had acquired were
lost. And every person who] '®sought evil for that Temple, all of them, were killed and we gazed
upon them.

Moreover, {before this — at the time that this evil was done] "to us — we sent a letter about
this, We sent to our lord, ev[en) to Jehohanan [the High Priest and his colleagues the priests who
are in Jerusalem], **and to Ostanes the brother of Anani and the nobles of Judah. [They did not
send us] a single le[ttler, ~

[Moreover, from the month of Tammuz], "*year 14 of King Darius and until this day we [are
wearing] sackclot[h and fasting; our wives are made as widow(s)]; *%(we) do not ancint
(ourselves} with oil and do not drink wine.

[Moreover, frlom that t[im]e and until tfhis day, year 17 of King Darius] 2'they do not make
meal-offering, incense, and holocaust in that Temple.

Now, [vour servants Jedaniah and his colleagues the priests of YHW] **and the Jews, all of
them citizens of Elephantine, say thus: If it please our I[olrd, take [thought of that Temple to
(re)build if since they do ﬁot] Blet us (re)build it. Regard your obligees and your friends who are
here [in Egypt. Let a letter be sent from you to them] *%about the Temple of YHW the God to
(re)build it in Elephantine the fortress just fas it was formeriy built.

And] ¥we shall offer **[the meal-offering, the incense] * and the holocaust on the altar of
YHW the God in your name and we shall priay for you at all times — we and our wives and our
children] *%and the Jews, all of them who are here. If you do thus until that Temple be
(re)bufilt, you will have a merit before YHW the God] VERSO 275¢ Heaven more than a person
who offers him holocaust and sacrifices worth silver, one-thousand talents. Because {of this we
have sent (and) informed our lord).

[Moreover}, **we sent in our name *7[all] *%the(se) words (in) one letter to Delaiah and
Shelemiah sfons of Sanballat governor of Samaria.

Moreover], **Arsames did not know **[about this1. *®anv {of it) which was done to us.
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Recommendation for Reconstruction of Temple
After 407 B.C.E.

RECT® (PARALLEL TO FIBI)ERS)

'Memorandum of what Bagohi and Delaiah said
*to me, saying: Memorandum: You may say in Egypt (ERASURE: bel)
*hefore Arsames about the Altar-house of the God of (ERASURE: Heav)

“Heaven which in Elephantine the fortress built

Awas formerly before Cathbyses {and)

Swhich that wicked Vidranga demotished

in year 14 of King Darjus:

o (re)build it on its site as it was Tormerly

*and they shall offer the meal-offering and the incense upon
19that altar just as formerly
Pywas done.
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Offer of Payment for Reconstruction of Tempie
After 407 B.C.E.

RECTO (PARALLEL TO FIBERS)
YYour servants —
1 named Jedaniah son of Gem|arialh],
*[1] named Mauzi son of Nathan,
*] named Shemaiah son of Haggai,
*1 named Hosea son of Jathom,
*1 named Hosea son of Nattun: all (told) 5 persons, °CSyenians who are
heredif tary-property-hoid]ers in Elephantine the fortress gay thus:

If our lord [...] *and our Temple of YHW the God be rebuilt ®in Elephantine the fortress as it
was former[ly bulilt — 'and sheep, ox, and goat are {n]ot made there as burni-offering ''but
[they offer there] (only) incense (and) meal-offering — *2and should our lord mak[e] 2
statement [abour this, then] “we shall give to the house of our lord si[/ver ... and} “a
thousa[nd] ardabs of barley.
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Fragmentary Letter regarding a Share
November 6, 427 B.C.E.

RECTO

[To our lord Arsa)lmes, your servants Achaemenses and his cofleagues, Bagadana and his
colleagues, and the scribes of the province.

May [all] the gods *[abundantly seek after] ‘the welfare of our lord 2[at] all times.

And now, an order was i{ssJued to us, saying: ‘““The share which is given in the province,
where [... %...] separately, each kind, [molnth by month, do send to me. Moreover, 2 RESGR IPT
was written (and) given to us.

(LINES MISSING AT BOTTOM OF LETTER)
VERSO
5[To] our lord Arsames [wlho is in Egypt, your [serviants Achaemenes and his colleagues
the heralds, Bafgadana and his colleagues] °the judges, Peteisi and his colleagues the scribes of
the province of Pamunpara(?), Harudj and his colleagues the scribes of the provin[ee of ....]
(ADDRESS)
"[PN] servant of Sinerish the herald, their colleague. On 19 Matheshvan, year 38 of [King]
Artaxerxes [....] - (SCRIBE(?) & DATE)

«
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Authorization of Boat Repair
January 12,411 B.C.E.

RECTO
"From Arsames to Wahpremahi.

And now, ...[...} *to us, saying: Mithradates the boatholder says thus: Psamsinei[th ... and PN

.. all {told} two, boatholders of] 3the Carians said thus: “The boat which we hold
lease — the time has come to mafke] serairs™.

[...] *let it be drawn up onto dry land and let {word) be sent to the treasury accountants. Let
them with [the] foremefn ...] Ssee *[#hat hoat] Sand make a REckONING. And let (word) be
sent to whomever is (there). ®Let them give "M ATERIALS, coOATING and other (things) which
[...]1 ®and immediately et REPAIRS be done, and other (things) about which (word) was sent

from me to them.

About this they sent {word) and [sezid] thus: [...on] %the sand which is in

e
"REFAIRS:

17

.18

.19

.20
.21

22
.23
24
25
.20
.27
.28

in hereditary

front of the
fortress [....] Mithradates the boatholder showed us the boat (that) we may see (it. The boat)

which is in the hands of Psamsineith and PN, %all (told) two boatholders of the Carians,was drawn
up on dry land and we showed (it) to Shamashshillech and his colleagues the foremen {(and)
Shamou se{n] of *Kanufi, chief of the carpenters, wr1TEnESR, and they said thus: “The time
has come to make repai[rRs]. These are the mATERIALS which are NEcEssARY '“to make



w

sy

inclading sgrin

gy

sbl
hnn

gl

mooring post

stanchions

bronze and iron nailg

PANELLING

"new wood of cedar and

[for] brg
fifteen,
for the hold. three;
forthe mAST/EOW one;
“wood for the cun-waLE
forraow one,
under the GuN-wALE five;

Biwo hundred;

wood of 0 Lp strong cedar:

ten cubits;

eighty cubits by
three handbreadths;

twel!lve Ycubits;

each one
twenty cubits;

seventy cubits;

sixty cubits;

two cubits;

twenty cubits,

(For) ail (of this} he shall bring (as) their replacement oLp and broken (wood) to the treasury.

¥ Thick linen 3¢

PLATING

hnn

bronze nails

all {told) nails:

bronze plates
their nails

VERSO

1187

LOTH

new cedar wood:

two,

one hundred and
fifty,

forthegun-warLe
two hundred and
seventy-five,

four hundred and
twenty-five;

two hundred;

Ywood of old cedar réwe:

(To) all {of these) add;

sulphur

and arsenic

forcoATING

“one hundred
and eighty karsh;

two hundred and
fifty karsh;

each five cubits
I5tand ) three
handbreadths

by three handbreaths;

gach three
handbreadths,

each ten
fingerbreadths,

twenty cubits;

one talent, ten mina.

ten karsh:

one hundred karsh.



